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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hailsham  Rural 
District  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1948. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  force  on  5th 
July,  1948.  The  provisions  of  the  Act  had  little  effect  on  the 
workings  of  this  Public  Health  Department  because  this  Council 
is  not  a Local  Health  Authority.  Certain  functions  of  the 
Local  Health  Authority  under  the  Act  have  been  delegated  to 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  direction  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  namely,  the  administration  of  the  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  and  Vaccination  services  and  the  supervision 
of  the  Ambulance  services. 

There  have  been  no  outstanding  epidemics  or  other 
influences  affecting  the  health  of  this  district  during  the  year 
and  in  this  report  I have  confined  myself  to  facts  and  refrained 
from  speculation  on  the  various  factors  affecting  the  health  of 
this  community. 

The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  have  worked 
hard  and  loyally  throughout  the  year.  Particular  mention 
must  be  made  of  Mr.  E.  J.  J.  Chapman,  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  has  as  usual  cheerfully  and  energetically  shoul- 
dered his  heavy  responsibilities. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  my 
thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  support  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health* 


/ 


1 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Measles  : There  was  a large  epidemic  of  Measles  during  the  year, 
with  a peak  number  of  cases  occurring  in  May,  but  with  another 
seasonal  rise  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  total  number 
of  notifications  was  341,  compared  with  198  in  the  previous 
year. 

Whooping  Cough  : Whooping  Cough  showed  a slight  reduction, 
75  notifications  being  received,  compared  with  111  in  the 
previous  year. 

Scarlet  Fever  : There  were  33  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  compared 
with  27  in  the  previous  year.  Scarlet  Fever  as  a disease  has  of 
recent  years  been  much  milder  in  nature  than  it  was  in  the  past. 

Diphtheria  : During  the  year  there  was  not  one  case  of  Diph- 
theria. This  is  very  encouraging  as  an  indication  that  the 
Diphtheria  Immunisation  Campaign  of  the  past  years  is  having 
the  desired  effect  of  protecting  the  population  from  this  danger- 
ous disease. 

Paratyphoid  : In  July  there  was  one  case  of  Paratyphoid  B, 
a girl  aged  4 years  living  at  Willingdon.  Investigations 
revealed  that  the  source  of  infection  was  likely  to  be  the  same 
as  a number  of  other  cases  occurring  in  Eastbourne  at  that  time. 

Apart  from  this  one  notified  case,  a baffling  problem  was 
presented  by  the  report  of  a number  oi  Girl  Guides  who  had 
been  camping  at  Pevensey  Bay  in  August  and  who  had  been 
found  to  be  infected  with  Paratyphoid  after  their  arrival  home 
in  Oldbury  and  Smethwick.  Investigations  were  made  more 
difficult  by  the  fact  that  the  whole  party  had  left  before  this 
information  was  obtained.  There  was  no  evidence  that  the 
infection  had  been  contracted  locally  and  as  it  was  later 
ascertained  that  certain  members  of  the  party  had  been  unwell 
during  their  stay  in  camp  it  was  surmised  that  one  of  these 
had  probably  infected  the  others  in  the  course  of  cooking  and 
food  preparation.  The  problem  was  further  complicated  by 
the  fact  that  three  of  the  cases  were  later  shown  to  be  Typhoid. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Paratyphoid  or  Typhoid  in 
Pevensey  Bay  during  the  last  three  years. 

Considering  the  number  of  cases  involved,  about  twenty 
members  of  the  party  being  affected,  it  may  be  considered  very 
fortunate  that  there  were  no  secondary  cases  occurring  in  the 
Pevensey  Bay  area  after  this  episode. 

Here  we  have  an  example  of  the  risk  incurred  by  all  holiday 
resorts  of  the  introduction  of  infections  by  their  ever  changing 
population. 
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Dysentery  : One  case  of  Dysentery  was  notified,  the  causative 
organism  being  Sonne’s  bacillus.  This  is  generally  a fairly 
mild  type  of  Dysentery  and  unless  it  occurs  as  an  outbreak  in 
a school  or  institution,  it  is  likely  that  odd  cases  are  frequently 
missed  and  never  notified. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  [Infantile  Paralysis)  : Although  this 
country  did  not  again  suffer  as  severe  an  epidemic  of  Polio- 
myelitis as  was  experienced  in  1947,  the  incidence  was  still 
higher  than  in  previous  years. 

In  this  district  there  was  one  case  of  Polio-encephalitis 
and  three  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis.  All  cases  were  sporadic 
and  no  connection  with  other  cases  could  be  detected.  There 
were  no  deaths. 

The  first  case  in  January  was  a girl  aged  7 years  from 
Hailsham  suffering  from  Polio-encephalitis.  She  was  trans- 
ferred from  the  Princess  Alice  Hospital  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
Eastbourne.  Although  she  was  severely  ill  at  first  she  made  a 
satisfactory  recovery. 

The  second  case  in  January  was  a boy  aged  12  years  from 
Eastdean  suffering  from  Acute  Poliomyelitis.  This  was  only 
a very  mild  case  and  made  a complete  recovery. 

The  third  case  in  August  was  a boy  aged  8 years  from 
Cross-in-Hand.  This  boy  was  seriously  ill  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Brighton  Sanatorium.  He  subsequently  made  a complete 
recovery. 

The  fourth  case  occurring  in  November  was  a boy  aged 
10  years  from  Hooe.  He  was  dangerously  ill  at  first  and  although 
at  one  time  there  appeared  little  hope,  he  subsequently 
recovered. 

However  six  months  later  there  was  considerable  residual 
paralyses  affecting  the  right  arm,  back  and  right  leg  muscles. 
It  is  worth  noting  that  his  illness  occurred  in  the  fortnight 
following  the  operation  of  tonsillectomy. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  County 
Council  as  the  local  Health  Authority  is  responsible  for  the 
Vaccination  and  Immunisation  services.  The  administration 
of  these  services  was  delegated  to  the  District  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  in  their  respective  areas  under  the  direction  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Thus  on  the  5th  July,  1948, 
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there  was  no  break  in  the  continuity  of  the  previous  arrange- 
ments and  the  work  has  been  carried  on  along  the  same  lines 
as  before. 

Regular  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinics  have  been  held  at 
Hailsham,  Polegate  and  Heathfield  during  the  year.  In 
addition  other  clinics  have  been  held  at  Herstmonceux,  Ninfield, 
Pevensey,  Maynards  Green,  Willingdon,  East  Hoathly  and 
Cross-in-Hand. 

Some  of  these  latter  clinics  have  been  held  at  schools  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  refresher  doses,  but  mothers  with  young 
babies  living  near  are  also  invited  to  attend.  Refresher  doses 
are  now  given  at  5 years  old  and  10  years  old.  In  practice, 
however,  it  is  more  often  at  1 1 years  old  that  the  second  refresher 
dose  is  given  as  this  is  the  routine  age  when  I see  children  at 
school  medical  inspections  and  I take  this  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing their  names  forward. 

The  total  number  of  children  who  completed  a full  course 
of  immunisation  during  the  year  was  508,  which  compares 
with  479  for  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  refresher  doses  given  was  433,  which 
compares  with  326  in  the  previous  year. 

In  the  annual  return  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1948,  the  number  of  children  who 
had  completed  a full  course  of  immunisation  was  1,472  under 
5 years  and  4,339  from  5 — 15  years.  This  gives  a percentage  of 
53.9%  of  the  estimated  mid-year  population  for  1948  of  children 
under  5 years  and  99.0%  of  children  from  5 — 15  years  who  had 
completed  a full  course  of  immunisation. 

I consider  the  figure  of  53.9%  for  children  under  5 years  to 
be  a slight  understatement  of  the  true  position,  as  a considerable 
number  of  these  children  are  immunised  by  their  own  doctors 
and  the  majority  of  these  records  have  not  yet  been  received. 
They  are  in  fact  being  with-held  pending  the  British  Medical 
Association’s  negotiations  for  an  adequate  fee  in  connection 
with  these  services. 

I also  consider  the  figure  of  99.0%  for  children  from  5 — 15 
years  to  be  a slight  overstatement  of  the  true  position,  as  the 
numbers  in  our  records  are  increased  by  children  arriving  in  the 
district,  whereas  a lower  proportion  of  those  leaving  the  district 
will  be  removed  from  our  records  owing  to  lack  of  information. 

Until  5th  July,  1948,  transport  was  provided  for  necessary 
cases  from  outlying  areas  to  the  clinics  by  the  utilisation  of  the 
Hospital  Car  Service.  Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
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there  are  no  powers  for  the  provision  of  transport  for  persons 
travelling  to  immunisation  clinics.  As  this  withdrawal  of 
facilities  did  not  take  effect  until  the  latter  part  of  the  year  it 
has  had  little  effect  on  the  figures  for  1948.  I feei,  however, 
that  if  no  other  alternative  arrangements  for  transport  of  neces- 
sitous cases  can  be  made,  there  will  bound  to  be  many  people  in 
a rural  district  of  this  nature  living  in  out  of  the  way  places 
who  will  be  unable  to  attend  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
Clinics. 

SCABIES. 

The  Scabies  Order  1941  ceased  to  be  operative  from  31st 
December,  1947.  The  Order  had  rarely  been  evoked  in  this 
district  as  our  policy  had  always  been  to  rely  on  powers  of 
persuasion  rather  than  compulsion.  Very  few  cases  of  Scabies 
have  been  noted  in  the  course  of  routine  school  medical  inspect- 
ions and  this  irritating  disease,  which  assumed  prominence 
during  the  war  may  now  be  considered  to  be  well  under  control. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948. 

No  action  has  been  taken  in  the  course  of  the  year  under 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 


STATISTICS. 

Areas  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94,629 

Census  Population  (1931)  30,392 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  11,093 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £281,955 

Sum  Represented  by  Penny  Rate £1,110 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  year  ...  ...  36,150 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  ...  ...  ...  15.71 

Deaths  under  1 year  per  1 ,000  Registered  Live  Births  22.88 

Total  Death  Rate  per  1,000  (not  corrected)  ...  12.83 

Senile  Mortality  as  percentage  of  Total  Deaths  (65 

and  over)  86.22 


BIRTHS — Legitimate:  Total,  530.  Males:  269.  Females:  261 
Illegitimate:  ,,  38  Males:  22.  Females:  16 


Comparative  Vital  Statistics. 


Birth 

Infantile 

Death 

Rate 

Mortality 

Rate 

Hailsham  Rural 

15.71 

22.88 

12.83 

England  and  Wales 

17.9 

34.0 

10.8 

Causes  of  Death. 


Males  Females 


1. 

Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

4 

3 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

1 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

2 

2 

9. 

Influenza 

1 

— 

10. 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

12. 

Ac.  Infectious  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M) 

Uterus  (F) 

2 

4 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

7 

5 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast... 

1 

11 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

36 

17 

17. 

Diabetes  ... 

— 

2 

18. 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

17 

57 

19. 

Heart  Diseases 

71 

70 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

12 

7 

21. 

Bronchitis 

6 

9 

22. 

Pneumonia 

3 

7 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

4 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

— 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

— 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis 

1 

2 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

8 

28. 

Nephritis  

5 

14 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abortive  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ... 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  Birth... 

3 

1 

32. 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injury,  Infant 
Diseases 

5 

3 

33. 

Suicide  

6 

2 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

4 

3 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes  ... 

2 

3 

36. 

All  Other  Causes 

17 

13 

214  245 
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Public  Health  Staff. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part 
time).  Also  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer  for  East 
Sussex  County  Council. 

Senior  Sanitary  and  Meat  and 
Food  Inspector  ... 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors 

Sanitary  Assistant  and  Rodent 
Operator  ... 

Rodent  Operator 
Clerical  Assistants 


Dr.  L.  A.  Collins,  M.B.,  B.Ch., 
D.P.M.,  D.P.H. 


E.  J.  J.  Chapman,  F.G.S., 
M.S.I.A. 

M.  F.  Warman,  L.  E.  Scott, 
R.  R.  Creasey. 

J.  F.  Stanford 
R.  Cousins 

Miss  M.  Catt,  Miss  M.  O.  Stan- 
ford, Miss  V.  Sherin. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Age  Groups. 
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Scarlet ' 

Pneumo 

Erysipe] 

Ophthal 

Cerebro- 

Acute  P 

Acute  P 

Dysente 

Typhoic 

Measles 

Whoopii 

Cases  Notified  or  Admitted  to 
Hospital  and  Total  Deaths. 


Admitted  Total 

Total 

to  Deaths  in 

Disease 

N otif  ied 

Hospital*  Hosp.* 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  33 

23 

Pneumonia 

...  15 

_ _ 

Erysipelas  

10 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

- 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

3 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

3 

3 

Dysentery  

1 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

1 

Measles  ...  

...  341 

5 

Whooping  Cough  

...  75 

2 

* Isolation  Hospital. 

Number  of  Cases  Removed  to 
Isolation  Hospital  each  Month. 


Disease 

January 

February 

March 

April 

d 

§ 

June 

n 

August 

September  1 

October 

November 

December  | 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

3 

6 

1 

2 

2 

i 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Erysipelas 

- 

1 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

- 

1 

2 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Ac.  Polio-encephalitis 

1 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Dysentery  ... 

1 

Paratyphoid  F ever 

1 

Measles  

— 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

1 

- 

TOTAL 

4 

5 

9 

4 

| 4 

3 

i 

2 

1 

1 

4 | 3 
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Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Resoiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 

1 

1-5  years 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5-15  years 

- 

1 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-25  years  

4 

5 

1 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

25-35  years  

2 

5 

1 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

35-45  years 

3 

3 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

45-55  years  

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55-65  years  

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

65  and  upwards 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Total  

14 

15 

6 

9 

4 

6 

1 

1 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Periodical  samples  of  water  supplied  from  Companies’ 
mains  have  been  examined  bacterially  and  chemically  and 
consistently  safe  supplies  have  been  maintained. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  four  Water  Undertakings  cover 
the  district,  there  are  certain  parishes  not  yet  included  within 
the  Statutory  areas  of  any  of  these  due  to  geographical  or 
economic  causes. 

Such  parishes  are  in  the  eastern,  west  central  and  north- 
eastern parts,  and  a comprehensive  scheme  for  a main  supply 
to  them  is  under  consideration. 

In  view  of  the  urgency  of  a scheme  for  parts  of  the  affected 
areas,  attention  has  been  given  to  a modification  of  the  original 
and  more  comprehensive  scheme  supported  by  the  Joint 
Advisory  Committee,  with  a view  to  earlier  materialisation  of 
a mains  scheme,  which  would  subsequently  form  part  of  the 
major  one  as  the  latter  would  be  costly  and  delayed.  Progress 
in  this  had  been  slow  and  the  problem  of  supplying  emergency 
water  on  a large  scale  in  the  event  of  an  extensive  drought  will 
be  an  anxious  one. 
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The  emergency  needs  of  householders  continue  to  be  met 
by  deliveries  from  a tanker.  On  account  of  the  phenominally 
dry  period  represented  by  the  years  1945  to  1948,  and  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  unserved  areas  are  all  situated  on  Gault, 
Weald  or  Wadhurst  Clay  or  alluvial  subsoils,  all  of  which  are 
non-water  bearing  substrata,  the  timely  acquisition  and  in- 
estimable value  of  the  tanker  can  be  well  appreciated. 

During  the  year  339,750  gallons  were  delivered  by  this 
means. 

Numerous  sources,  particularly  in  these  areas,  have  received 
recurring  attention  by  way  of  chemical  treatment,  cleansing, 
aerating  and  other  means  of  restoring  potability,  whilst  in  cer- 
tain cases  where  the  sources  are  highly  ferruginous,  directions 
have  been  given  for  the  reduction  of  the  iron  content  to  that 
necessary  to  provide  a reasonably  clear  and  wholesome  water. 

As  excessive  ferruginity  is  frequently  associated  with 
unusual  softness  of  the  water,  cases  have  occurred  where  this 
has  fallen  to  three  degrees  and  below,  and  to  avoid  danger 
from  plumbo-solvent  action,  chemical  treatment  has  been 
applied.  In  the  case  of  main  supplies,  suitable  treatment  is 
included  at  the  respective  Works  before  delivery  to  the  mains. 

Extensions  : In  order  to  provide  a service  to  housing  sites  and 
to  meet  requests  of  householders  whose  need  was  proved  and 
who  were  within  reasonable  distance  of  mains,  extensions  were 
completed  at  Herstmonceux,  Heathfield,  Ninfield,  Westham 
and  Wilmington. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Apart  from  small  extensions  to  provide  a service  to  Council 
Housing  Sites  and  the  completion  of  schemes  already  in  hand, 
no  major  extensions  of  sewers  have  been  attempted.  Where 
public  sewers  are  not  available,  as  at  Ninfield,  Berwick  and 
Alfriston,  septic  tanks  of  approved  type  have  been  installed, 
with  satisfactory  results. 

The  extension  and  re-organisation  of  overloaded  works 
and  the  provision  of  new  works  is  an  urgent  need  in  the  district, 
but  as  this  is  dependent  on  economic  factors,  it  was  necessary 
to  consider  some  order  of  priority  in  the  preparation  of  schemes 
of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal.  The  order  chosen  was  : 

1.  Polegate  and  Willingdon. 

2.  Wartling  (Windmill  Hill). 

3.  Alfriston. 

4.  East  Hoathly. 
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which  may  be  considered  priority  areas,  but  the  position  is 
scarcely  less  acute  at  Wilmington,  Herstmonceux,  Ninfield 
and  Hellingly. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  drought  conditions  necessitated  a constant  watch  on 
all  streams,  watercourses  and  ponds,  since  these  were  depended 
upon  to  a greater  extent  than  for  past  years,  and  this  involved 
many  inspections,  having  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the 
chief  watercourses  traversing  the  district,  namely  the  Cuckmere 
and  Rother,  and  the  numbers  of  farms  within  their  catchments. 
In  this  connection  farms  are  the  chief  offenders,  but  it  is  grati- 
fying to  report  that  the  efforts  of  past  years  are  bearing  fruit 
and  considerable  improvements  in  the  state  of  these  rivers  can 
be  recorded. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Council  inaugurated  a Refuse 
Collection  Scheme  which  covered  the  whole  area,  affording  a 
monthly  collection  to  the  rural  areas  and  a fortnightly  service 
to  the  urban  parts.  This  has  met  a great  need  and  will  con- 
tinue until  the  delivery  of  another  vehicle,  when  it  is  proposed 
to  provide  a fortnightly  call  to  the  former  and  a weekly 
collection  for  the  latter  areas. 

The  present  service  includes  four  10  cub.  yd.  Dennis  Dust- 
less Loaders,  which  concentrate  on  four  tipping  areas,  where 
controlled  principles  are  followed. 

No.  of  cubic  yards  of  refuse  collected,  13,808. 

CESSPOOL  CLEANSING. 

The  scheme  of  Wet  Cleansing  in  the  parishes  of  Heathfield 
and  Waldron  by  a Dennis  Vacuum  Emptier  has  continued  to 
function  satisfactorily  and  is  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  these 
areas  which  cannot  by  reason  of  their  remoteness  or  their 
position  be  drained  into  the  sewers.  During  the  year  1,538 
loads  were  removed. 

Although  a scheme  had  been  prepared  months  earlier  for  an 
extension  of  this  service  to  other  parts  on  Pay-as-we-Empty 
principle,  which  received  official  approval,  delays  occurred  in 
delivery  of  the  first  vehicle  and  the  service  did  not  commence 
till  March  1949. 

Removal  of  Night  Soil  : This  is  carried  out  in  one  area  only, 
Alfriston,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  upon  the  re-organisation 
of  the  village  drainage,  which  is  now  being  considered,  this 
insanitary  method  will  be  suspended  in  the  near  future* 
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DISTRICT  SALVAGE  SCHEME. 


In  conjunction  with  the  Removal  of  House  Refuse,  the 
Scheme  of  Salvage  Recovery,  inaugurated  as  a war  time  neces- 
sity, has  continued,  with  profitable  results.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  report  that  a large  section  of  the  public  and  tradesmen  have 
responded  to  appeals  for  the  setting  aside  of  salvageable  goods 
as  a normal  procedure.  The  total  weight  of  materials  recovered 
was  275  tons,  representing  a value  of  £2,156  14s.  5d.  Since  the 
commencement  of  the  scheme  the  amount  has  reached  3,500 
tons  with  a cash  value  of  £18,604  16s.  3d. 

FACTORIES  ACT. 

Details  of  inspections  under  this  Act  have  already  been 
forwarded  to  the  Director  of  Statistics,  Ministry  of  Labour 
and  National  Service,  the  total  number  of  which  is  shown  in 
the  summary. 

HOUSING. 

A marked  improvement  was  noted  in  the  speed  with  which 
defects  were  remedied  and  full  advantage  was  taken  of  this  in 
pressing  for  work  long  deferred  to  be  carried  out.  A perusal  of 
the  analysis  of  this  work  at  the  end  of  the  report  will  indicate 
the  improvements  thus  made  possible  and  have  included  in  many 
instances  main  water  supplies,  drainage  and  washing  facilities, 
formerly  not  available.  In  many  respects  it  has  been  an  encourag- 
ing year  following  the  stagnation  and  arrest  of  rehabilitation 
work  caused  by  the  war. 

There  are  signs  that  such  progress  is  reflecting  itself  in 
the  tone  of  the  householders,  and  is  particularly  noticeable 
where  families  have  been  rehoused  from  sub-standard  premises. 

In  this  respect  the  Council’s  Housing  Scheme  has  contri- 
buted immensely  to  this  improvement,  for  in  providing  first- 
class  homes  for  126  families,  an  opportunity  was  afforded  to 
recondition,  enlarge  and  provide  amenities  to  many  of  the  homes 
they  vacated. 

In  this  connection  I cannot  fail  to  refer  to  the  excellent 
work  carried  out  by  the  Selection  Committee  and  its  officers, 
who  have  accomplished  a difficult  and  unenviable  task  with 
great  credit. 

During  the  year  Undertakings  were  accepted  under  Section 
11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  the  following  premises, 
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Sunny  Cot,  Alfriston.  (Since  cancelled). 

Bank  Cottage,  Herstmonceux. 

Little  Broomham  Cottage,  Laughton. 

Pink  Cottage,  Waldron. 

Eleven  Statutory  Notices  under  Section  9 were  issued  and  nine 
were  subsequently  complied  with. 

Demolition  of  the  undermentioned  derelict  or  unsafe 
cottages  was  completed  and  materials  used  for  local  recon- 
ditioning. 

Bolt  Hall,  Chiddingly. 

5 Davis  Town,  East  Hoathly.  (Replaced  by  Bungalow) 

Ivy  Cottage,  Lower  Street,  N infield. 

Little  Summerhill  Cottage,  Warbleton. 

Cottage,  Red  Pale,  Warbleton. 

A satisfactory  feature  of  the  year  was  the  reconditioning 
of  a good  proportion  of  houses  formerly  the  subject  of 
Undertakings.  These  were  well  distributed  throughout  the 
district. 

OVERCROWDING. 

Rehousing  of  overcrowded  families  has  directly  and 
indirectly  relieved  some  of  the  worst  cases,  but  the  number 
of  instances  where  it  occurs,  together  with  the  proportion  of 
sub-standard  cottages  falling  into  Category  V,  which  continue 
to  house  large  families,  prove  the  need  for  a limited  number 
of  houses  having  more  than  three  bedrooms  and  indicates  that 
the  solution  of  this  problem  is  not  yet  in  sight.  Whilst 
rehousing  has  enabled  dispossessed  accommodation  to  become 
available  for  smaller  families  and  aged  couples,  their  numbers 
are  greater  than  can  be  met  by  this  means,  for  such  lesser  units 
are  still  urgently  required  in  the  more  populous  parts. 

RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY. 

This  Survey  has  been  pursued  with  such  speed  as  other 
work  would  permit  and  in  conformity  with  recommendations. 
It  is  possible  that  by  the  time  this  report  is  printed,  preliminary 
inspections  will  have  been  completed. 

It  will  be  noted  that  from  the  commencement  of  this 
Survey  till  now,  the  conditions  which  obtained  in  connection 
with  many  premises  will  have  greatly  deteriorated,  and  although 
where  serious  defects  existed  every  reasonable  means  of  correc- 
ting or  alleviating  them  have  been  taken,  replacement  will 
be  necessary  in  many  instances  in  measurable  time. 
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I have  referred  earlier  in  this  report  to  the  progress 
which  has  attended  reconditioning,  and  this  has  relieved  the 
position  somewhat  until  a programme  of  replacement  can  be 
formulated  and  carried  out. 

The  following  table  shows  that  my  remarks  in  regard  to 
reconditioning  apply  to  approximately  two-fifths  of  the  total 
surveyed  where  major  repairs  are  essential. 

It  is  disappointing  to  find  that  considerable  war  damage 
of  cottage  properties  remains  to  be  made  good,  but  with  the 
raising  of  restrictions,  there  are  signs  that  much  voluntary 
repair  and  improvement  work  is  likely  to  be  undertaken. 


Cat. 

Cat. 

Cat. 

Cat. 

Cat. 

I 

II 

Ill 

IV 

V 

Total 

No.  of  houses  inspected 

in  1948  

Total  no.  of  houses 

603 

659 

512 

3 

28 

1,805 

inspected  since  com- 
mencement of  Sur- 

vey   

1,216 

1,871 

2,394 

360 

281 

6,122 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

Occupiers  of  dairy  farms  which  are  sub-standard  by  reason 
of  construction,  water  supply  or  drainage  deficiencies  have 
been  encouraged  to  make  alterations  so  as  to  obtain  a 
‘Designated’  licence.  In  this  direction  it  is  good  to  record  that 
liaison  with  the  County  Health  Department  has  shown  a great 
improvement. 

Although  this  district  is  a milk  producing  one  it  is  disap- 
pointing to  find  that  less  than  12  of  the  farms  are  either 
“Accredited”  or  “Tuberculin  Tested.”  There  is  no  doubt 
that  until  main  water  is  available  over  more  of  the  area,  this 
low  percentage  will  not  increase  very  rapidly. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  samples  from  every  farm  are  taken 
regularly  by  the  N.A.A.S.,  samples  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion are  only  taken  by  the  Health  Department  in  special  cases. 
Such  an  instance  is  where  it  is  found  necessary  to  obtain  proof 
of  unsatisfactory  milk  supplied  by  a retailer.  It  was  found 
necessary  in  two  instances  to  recommend  the  Council  to 
cancel  the  registration  of  two  producer/retailers  as  a result  of 
sub-standard  conditions  and  continued  failure  to  produce 
satisfactory  samples. 
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Statutory  Notices  in  respect  of  unsuitable  premises  were 
served  on  five  premises.  Of  the  six  farmers  on  whom  Statutory 
Notices  were  served  in  1947,  one  notice  was  complied  with, 
whilst  the  remaining  farmers  ceased  production,  one  as  a result  of 
Court  action. 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Foodstuffs  continue  to  receive  close  supervision  and  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  detailed  list  given  later  2,400  lbs.  were  with- 
held from  human  comsumption.  Most  of  this  unsound  food  is 
disposed  of  by  the  Department,  but  all  fats,  i.e.,  cheese,  butter, 
margarine,  cooking  fats,  bacon  and  ham,  have  to  be  returned  to 
salvage  via  Trade  Channels.  The  idea  is  sound,  but  I feel  that 
it  may  be  liable  to  abuse. 

It  will  be  noted  that  one  pig’s  carcase  and  organs  were 
found  to  be  affected  with  generalised  tuberculosis.  As  this 
animal  was  known  to  have  received  some  milk  in  its  diet,  samples 
of  milk  from  54  cows  were  taken  for  examination  for  Tubercle 
Bacillus.  In  none  of  these  specimens,  however,  was  the 
Tubercle  Bacillus  found. 

No  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  or  illness  due  to 
imparied  foods  were  notified. 


Total  No.  of  Animals  Inspected 

(500  pigs,  8 sheep,  3 calves,  2 kids, 

Total  weight  of  carcases  inspected  ... 

Total  weight  of  unsound  meat  with-held  . 
Tuberculosis  : 

1 pig’s  carcase  and  organs  ... 

8 pigs’  heads 

4 ,,  plucks 

2 ,,  mesenteries  ... 

1 bovine  head  and  tongue 

Bone  Taint  and  Putrefaction  : 

Argentine  Beef  

Bruising  : 

Argentine  Beef 

Leg  of  Pork 

Putrefaction  : 

Imported  Ox  Tongues 
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514 

1 steer) 


...  123,505  lbs. 
616J  lbs. 


80  lbs. 

101  lbs. 

2C  lbs. 

5 lbs. 

52  lbs. 

258  lbs. 


274  lbs. 


20  lbs. 

9 lbs. 

29  lbs. 


10  lbs. 


Cirrhosis  : 

1 Pig’s  Liver  ... 

Abscess  : 

Portion  of  Lamb 

Blood  Congestion  : 
Lamb’s  Carcase 
1 Pig’s  Pluck  . . . 


4 lbs. 
3J  lbs. 


38  lbs. 


MISCELLANEOUS  UNSOUND  FOOD  DEALT  WITH  BY 
THIS  DEPARTMENT. 


Quantity 

Description 

Sundry 

Cod 

Sundry 

Kippers 

1 box 

Huss  

2 stone 

Dried  Haddock  ... 

3 boxes 

Herrings 

2 boxes 

Hake  

6 tins 

Salmon 

1 tin 

Sardines  ... 

6 tins 

Pilchards 

3 tins 

Silver  Hake 

1 case 

Lobster  

1 tin 

Cod  Liver  Paste 

2 tins 

Fish  Paste 

1 tin 

Lambs’  tongues  . . . 

1 pkt. 

Beef  Sausages 

1 pkt. 

Galantine  Roll 

1 sack 

Sausage  rusk 

12 

Pigeons  

6 

Fowls 

23  tins 

Meat  Loaf... 

1 tin 

Prem 

4 tins 

Stewed  Steak 

1 parcel 

Processed  Meat  ... 

8 tins 

Corned  Beef 

Sundry 

Corned  Beef  and  Mutton 

1 tin 

Meat  and  Veg.  Hash 

5 tins 

.Soup  

Sundry 

Home-dried  Bacon 

Sundry 

Danish  Bacon  Brawn 

5 pkts. 

Dried  Egg 

2 portions 

Cooking  Fat 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

1,058 

64 

84 

28 

154 

140 

5 

i 

4 

6 

3 

20 

i 

4 

3 

4 

6 

224 

12 

25 

20f 

3 

4 

4 

9* 

16J 

30f 

B* 

5 

47  i 
14i 
1* 

3 
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Quantity 

1 portion 

2 portions 
Sundry 

1 pkt. 

1 pkt. 

2 pkts. 

25  bags 

29  tins 
5 tins 

8 cartons 

3 tins 
22  tins 

4 tins 

30  tins 

1 tin 

9 jars 

2 jars 

1 bottle 

5 bottles 

3 tins 
1 tin 
Sundry 

1 Jar  ' 
Sundry 

2 tins 
11  tins 
102  tins 

2 tins 
7 tins 
1 box 
50  tins 
1 tin 

4 slabs 
25  Bars 

3 bottles 
3 pkts. 

3 bags 
72  bars 
32  doz.  tubes 


Description 

Margarine 

Butter 

Cheese  

Sugar  

Tea 

Cereals  

Self  Raising  Flour 

Carrots  

Mixed  Vegetables 
Hydrated  Potatoes 
Beetroot 

Peas  

Parsnips 

Baked  Beans 
Diced  potatoes  ... 
Pickled  Cabbage  ... 
Piccalilli  ... 

Pickled  Walnuts 
Pickles 
Silver  Beet 
Mincemeat 

Jam  

Honey  

Marmalade 
Golden  Syrup 
Condensed  Milk  ... 
Evaporated  Milk 
Sweet  Corn 
Plums 

Prunes  

Grapefruit  Sections 
Sliced  Peaches 
Fruit  Cake 
Chocolate 
Boiled  Sweets 
Two  Fruits 
Chocolate  Dates 
Mars  Bars 

Sparkle  Fizz  Tablets 


Weight 

(lbs.) 

1 

2 

55J 

34i 

i* 

1 

2 

2 

75 

481 

56 

3 

52J 

27i 

2* 

9 

2 

3 

¥ 

7 

6 

1 

79 

1 

62 

2 

13* 

90J 

3i 

Hi 

25 

70f 

2* 

16 

3* 

16* 

3 

i 

9 

24 


2,829| 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  KNACKERS  YARDS. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933. 

The  thirteen  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  were 
fully  engaged  during  the  winter  months  in  killing  pigs  for 
“Self  Suppliers,”  whose  numbers  seem  to  increase  each  year. 

The  co-operation  with  the  Local  Food  Office  still  continued 
to  be  extremely  close  and  now  covers  all  food  premises. 

The  one  Knackers  Yard  licensed  in  the  area  is  conducted 
in  an  exemplary  manner. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

Premises  used  for  the  preparation  and  sale  of  sausages, 
processed  meats  and  ice-cream  have  to  be  registered  with  the 
local  authority  under  the  terms  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938, 
and  are  subject  to  periodical  inspection. 

Catering  establishments  are  also  kept  under  observation 
and  before  licenses  are  issued  by  the  Food  Committee  in  respect 
of  new  premises  the  applications  are  passed  to  this  Department 
for  comment  as  to  their  suitability. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

This  form  of  Pest  Control  has  received  energetic  attention 
and  has  covered  dwelling  houses,  shops,  workhouses,  food  stores, 
farm  buildings,  sewers,  refuse  tips  and  sewage  farms,  in  fact 
any  premises  from  which  their  presence  is  reported.  In  sub- 
mitting the  report  of  activities  in  summarized  form,  I am  led  to 
add  that  notwithstanding  the  success  which  has  attended  our 
efforts,  requests  for  assistance  continue  to  reach  the  Department. 
This  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  absence  of  a hard  winter 
and  the  continuance  of  favourable  weather  has  conduced  to  a 
high  rate  of  breeding  and  consequent  increased  survival. 

However,  this  does  not  seem  to  be  an  adequate  explanation 
for  the  present  degree  of  survival,  when  regard  is  had  to  the 
cost  and  energj^  expended  by  central  and  local  authorities 
throughout  the  country,  since  the  pest  continues  to  be  as 
troublesome  as  ever  and  permits  of  no  respite. 

Close  co-operation  exists  between  the  Department  and 
the  County  Agricultural  Committee  which  serves  to  provide  for 
concerted  action  and  maximum  efficiency  where  pests  are  most 
active. 

Treatments  resulting  from  complaints  and  investigations  130 

Treatments  carried  out  at  Refuse  Tips 23 

Treatments  carried  out  at  Sewage  Disposal  Works  ...  14 
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Estimated  Kill  : Rats,  7,178  (bodies  recovered,  1,031).  Mice,  985. 

Treatment  of  Sewerage  Systems  : Initial  and  maintenance 
treatments  of  infested  sewers  have  been  successful! v carried  out. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  DEFECTS  AND  NOTICES 
AND/OR  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 


Public  Health  Nuisances  and  Inspections  485 

Complaints  recorded  88 

Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage  1,233 

Drainage  and  re-drainage  200 

Closet  Accommodation  37 


Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. — Registered  Premises,  735 


Inspections 

255 

Slaughterhouses,  Shops,  Foodstores 

• • • 99 

476 

Bakehouses  ... 

• • • }} 

22 

Catering  Establishments  

19 

Ice  Cream  Shops 

• • * 9 9 

29 

Knackers  Yards  

...  ,, 

26 

Water  Analyses  : Formal  Chemical  : 

Satisfactory 

6 

Unsatisfactory 

22 

Bacteriological  : 

Satisfactory 

10 

Unsatisfactory 

9 

47 

Water  Sources  examined,  protected  and/or  corrected, 
Investigations  re  Sources  and  applications  for 
mains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  285 

Emergency  Scheme.  Gallons  delivered  to  consumers  339,750 


Housing  Inspections  

Housing  Re-inspections 

Housing  Requisitioning  

Selection  of  Tenants  for  Council  Houses  Visits 

Cesspool  Emptying  

Pollution  of  Streams  and  Watercourses  ... 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  and  Filth  

Improper  Keeping  of  Animals 

Rooms  disinfected  or  fumigated  following  Infectious 

Diseases  

Infectious  Disease Inspections 


1,575 

1,427 

25 

1,648 

133 

63 

55 

30 

62 

95 
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Verminous  Premises  : Bed  Bugs — 3,  Cockroaches — 3,  Fleas — 6, 
Flies — 20,  Grain  Beetle — 1,  Lice — 2, 
Mosquitoes — 2,  Silverfish — 3,  Timber 
Beetle — 6,  Wasps — 3,Woodlice — 1 ...  50 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  Inspections  140 


Factories  and  Workshops 

Schools  

Markets 

Laundries  

Miscellaneous 


144 

9 

13 

3 

975 
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